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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a} which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary sk\\\ in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dudek (4,387,489) 
Kasai (4,815.175). 

Regarding claim 1, Dudek discloses an Information band for application around a wrist of a 
wearer and for containing information about the wearer comprising (see col. 4, lines 1-5; where 
Dudek discloses the strap can be placed around an arm): a clip and a band, said clip including a lid 
part 3 (col. 4, line 6; see fig. I) pivotably connected to a bottom part 2 (col. 4, line 6; see fig. 1), a 
locking device, at least two recesses formed in said lid part, and a middle string 9 (col. 4, line 38; 
see fig. 1) protruding inwardly between the recess. 

However, Dudek fails to disclose a squeezing means for exerting a squeezing force to 
maintain said clip in a closed position formed within and between said lid and bottom parts, said lid 
and bottom parts being able to be snapped to the closed position by aid of said locking device 
during a simultaneous squeezing and fixation into position of end portions of said band by aid of 
said squeezing means during application of said band, said locking device including a hook formation 
on a gable wall protruding from a first end of said bottom part of said clip and an edge portion 
formed on a said lid part, said edge portion having an edge recess so that during a snapping 
together, said lid and bottom parts of said clip, said hook formation is received in said edge recess 
so that said locking device Is in a locked position and a slit portion which allows said hook formation 
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to be accessible when said locking is in the locked position, said squeezing means including a bulge 
formed in said bottom part, each recess co*operating with a bulge said bulge during snapping 
together of said lid and bottom parts of said clip to exert a squeezing force on said end portions of 
said band after said locking device is in the locked position, wherein a two-handed grip is required 
to release said end portions of said band in which one hand grasps said lid part of aid clip at the 
same time as another hand presses said hook formation outwardly from said edge portion so that 
said locking device is in an unlocked position. Instead. Kasai disclose a squeezing means for exerting 
a squeezing force to maintain said clip 10 (col. 2, line 13; see fig. I) in a closed position formed within 
and between said lid 12 (col. 2, line 16; see fig. 1) and bottom parts II (col. 2, line 15; see fig. 1). said lid 
and bottom parts being able to be snapped to the closed position by aid of said locking device 
during a simultaneous squeezing and fixation into position of end portions of said band by aid of 
said squeezing means during application of said band, said locking device including a hook formation 
13 (col. 2, line 25; see fig. 1) on a gable wall protruding from a first end of said bottom part of said 
clip and an edge portion formed on a said lid part, said edge portion having an edge recess 27 (col. 
3, line 33; see fig. 1) so that during a snapping together, said lid and bottom parts of said clip, said 
hook formation is received in said edge recess so that said locking device is in a locked position and 
a slit portion which allows said hook formation to be accessible when said locking is in the locked 
position, said squeezing means including a bulge 15 (col. 2, line 29; see fig. 1) formed In said bottom 
part, at least two recesses 20, 21 (col. 3, line 6; see fig. 1) formed in said lid part, and a middle string 
protruding inwardly between the recess, each recess co-operating with a bulge said bulge during 
snapping together of said lid and bottom parts of said clip to exert a squeezing force on said end 
portions of said band after said locking device is in the locked position, wherein a two-handed grip 
is required to release said end portions of said band in which one hand grasps said lid part of aid 
clip at the same time as another hand presses said hook formation outwardly from said edge 
portion so that said locking device is in an unlocked position. Therefore, It would have been obvious 



Application/Control Number: 10/509,613 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3611 

to one of ordinary sl^ill in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of Kasai In the 
invention of Dudek for the purpose of enabling easy adjustment of the effective length of the band. 

However, Dudek fails to disclose at least two bulges are present at the bottom part. Kasai 
discloses one bulge is present at the bottom part for the purpose of providing a squeezing force. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Invention to 
use two bulges, since it requires common knowledge, for the purpose of providing additional 
squeezing means to the clip. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. t03(a) as being unpatentable over Dudek in view of Kasai 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kuykendall (5,577,395). 

Regarding claim 2, Dudek as modified fails to disclose one of said end portions of said band 
includes opening for co-operation with said squeezing means. IHowever, Kuykendall discloses one of 
said end portions of said band includes opening 60 (col. 2, line 67; see fig. 2) for co-operation with 
said squeezing means 40 (col. 2, line 48; see fig. 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use the teaching of Kuykedall in the invention of 
Dudek as modified for the purpose of gripping the band strongly to the object. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the 
date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
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calculated from the mallinq date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Syed A. Islam whose telephone number is (571) 272-7768. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner^s supervisor, 
Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications 
is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800- 
786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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